

O N April 1st 1918, during a great war, the 
Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Naval 
Air Service united to form the Royal Air Force. 
This pamphlet is issued to commemorate the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of that occasion. 

In the short space of four years of war the 
R.F.C. and the R.N.A.S. had established a 
splendid record of achievement and devotion to 
duty. Now we are at war again, and the Royal 
Air Force is adding fresh lustre to its name 
throughout the world. 

When reading the following pages, remember 
that behind them lies an unwritten story of dis¬ 
cipline, pride of service } constant determination 
to master odds, and high courage and sacrifce. 
These are the military virtues, displayed by air 
crews and ground staffs alike, which have welded 
the Royal Air Force into the formidable weapon 
it is today, and which are implied in its motto 
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1918 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


JANUARY 2 
Constitution of 
Air Council 


MARCH 27 
H.M. thanks to 
all ranks of 
R.F.C. 


APRIL 1 
R.A.F. and 
W.R.A.F. 
formed 


APRIL 14 
Sir Hugh 
Trenchard 
resigns 

APRIL 27 
Secretary of 
State 

APRIL-MAY 
Naval and air 
sorties on Ostend 
andZebrugge 

A new anti¬ 
submarine 
organization 


1918 

The Air Council was constituted by Order in Council. 
Lord Rothermere was Secretary of State, Major-General 
Sir Hugh Trenchard, Chief of Air Staff, Mr. W. A. 
Robinson, Secretary of the Council. 

The formation of the Air Ministry followed upon the 
passing of the Air Force Bill—which had received Royal 
assent on November 29, 1917. The introduction of 
this Bill resulted from the Government’s acceptance of 
a report on Air Organization drawn up by General 
Smuts and presented to the War Cabinet on August 17, 
1917. 

His Majesty King George V sent a telegram of con¬ 
gratulations to Major-General J. M. Salmond (G.O.C., 
R.F.C. in the Field) and all ranks of the air services of 
the British Empire, on the air support afforded to the 
land forces in checking the German advance towards 
the Channel ports. 

The Royal Air Force was created, uniting the Royal 
Naval Air Service and the Royal Flying Corps into a 
separate Service of the Crown. For the purpose of admin¬ 
istration, the Royal Air Force in Great Britain was organ¬ 
ized geographically into Areas—South-Eastern, North- 
Eastern, South-Western, Midland and Scottish Areas. 

The Women’s Royal Air Force was formed from a 
nucleus supplied from the W.A.A.C., W.R.N.S., and 
Women’s Legion. 

The Chief of Air Staff, Major-General Sir Hugh 
Trenchard, resigned and was succeeded by Major- 
General F. H. Sykes. 

Lord Rothermere was succeeded as Secretary of State 
by Sir William Weir, Director-General of Aircraft 
Production. 

Air co-operation was given during naval attacks on 
Zeebrugge and Ostend on April 22. The objective was the 
blocking of the entrances to the canals in these ports. A 
second attempt at Ostend was made on May 9. 

A new anti-submarine organization for Home Waters, 
composed of seaplanes, aeroplanes, airships and kite 
balloons, sank or damaged 31 submarines up to the time 
of the Armistice. 
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THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 


1918 


The last aeroplane raid on England was attempted by 
43 German aeroplanes. Thirteen reached London, but 
six (Gothas) were destroyed. 

The Independent Force, under the command of Major- 
General Sir Hugh Trenchard, was created for offensive 
air action against industrial centres in Germany. The new 
force took over a wing of day and night bomber squad¬ 
rons, which had been operating against targets in Ger¬ 
many under Lieutenant-Colonel C. L. N. Newall since 
November, 1917. 

During the five months of its existence the Independent 
Force dropped 550 tons of bombs, 160 by day, 390 by 
night : 220 tons of this total were dropped on hostile 
airfields. 

The Royal Air Force Nursing Service was formed. It 
became Princess Mary’s Royal Air Force Nursing Service 
in June, 1923. 

The last Zeppelin raid on Great Britain was defeated. 
The L.70 having been destroyed by a D.H.4 aeroplane, 
four accompanying Zeppelins turned for home. 

Zeppelin airship L.53, was shot down in flames by 
Lieutenant Culley in a Sopwith Camel fighter aeroplane, 
flown off a towed lighter in the North Sea, off Terschel- 
ling. 

The final offensive in Palestine against the Turkish 
armies opened. The R.A.F. under the command of 
Brigadier-General A. E. Borton, by destroying enemy 
communication centres, by air reconnaissance, bombing 
and pursuit attack, and by concentrated assault on re¬ 
treating columns, played a predominant part in the defeat 
of the Turkish 4th, 7th and 8th armies. 

Air attacks destroyed the retreating Bulgarian armies 
in the Kryesna and Kosturino passes in Macedonia. 

The Hindenburg Line (in France) was broken by the 
Army with substantial air support co-operation. 

Major-General Sir Hugh Trenchard was appointed 
Commander-in-Chief of the Inter-Allied Independent 
Air Force for attacks on German industry and commerce. 
Major-General Sir Hugh Trenchard was under the 
supreme command of Marshal Foch. 


MAY 19-20 
Last aeroplane 
raid on England 

JUNE 6 
Sir Hugh 
Trenchard takes 
over control of 
Independent 
Air Force 


JUNE 

R.A.F. Nursing 
Service 

AUGUST 5 
Last Zeppelin 
raid on England 

AUGUST 11 


SEPTEMBER 19 
Final offensive 
against Turks 
in Palestine 


SEPT. 26-29 
Offensive in 
Macedonia 

SEPTEMBER 30 
Hindenburg 
Line broken 

OCTOBER 26 

Inter-Allied 

airforce 
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1918-9 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


OCTOBER 28-29 
Action against 
Austrians 

Concentrated air attacks were made on retreating 
Austrian troops after the Italian victory at Vittorio 
Veneto. 

NOVEMBER 11 
Armistice 
declared 

An Armistice was signed with Germany on Novem¬ 
ber 11. Hostilities ceased at 11 a.m. 

Strength of 
the R.A.F. 

The strength of the R.A.F. was now over 200 squad¬ 
rons with 22,647 aircraft of all types, including 3,300 on 
first-line strength, 103 airships, a personnel of 291,000 
officers and men, and 25,000 women in the W.R.A.F. 
Service aircraft had reached a ceiling of 25,000 feet and 
exceeded a speed of 140 m.p.h., while the North-Sea type 
of airship was capable of flight of 100 hours’ duration. 
During the course of the war, 19 officers and other ranks 
of the flying services were awarded the V.C. for con¬ 
spicuous gallantry in the air. 

Operations 
by R.A.F. 

From January-November, 1918, nearly 5,500 tons of 
bombs were dropped, 2,953 hostile aeroplanes destroyed 
and an area of 5,000 square miles was photographed by 
the R.A.F. 

DECEMBER 
Flight to India 

The first flight from Cairo to India was made by .Cap¬ 
tain Ross-Smith and two mechanics, with Major-General 
G. H. Salmond and Brigadier-General A. E. Borton as 
passengers. 

JANUARY 11 
Sir Hugh 
Trenchard 
Chief of Air Staff 

1919 

Major-General Sir Hugh Trenchard became Chief of 
Air Staff, Major-General Sir F. H. Sykes becoming Con¬ 
troller-General of Civil Aviation. 

FEBRUARY 12 
New Cabinet 

In the new Cabinet, the Secretary of State for War and 
Air was Mr. Winston Churchill. 

MARCH 13 
Air Estimates 

The Under-Secretary of State for Air, Major-Genera 1 
J. E. B. Seely, introduced the Air Estimates for 1919-20 
in the House of Commons. The wartime figure of 
£200,000,000 was reduced to £66,500,000 ; the strength 
of the Air Force was cut down from 30,000 officers and 
300,000 men, to 5,300 officers and 54,000 men. 
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THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 


1919 


Under the Air-Navigation Act of January, Civil Avia* 
tion was permitted during the Easter Holidays, April 17- 
22 : the ban on Civil Aviation was finally removed on 
May 1. Officially recognized air-lines were opened, 
namely Aircraft Transport and Travel, Ltd., Handley 
Page Transport, Ltd., and Instone Air Lines, Ltd. 


The first non-stop crossing of the Atlantic by air was 
made. Captain John Alcock and Lieutenant Arthur 
Whitten Brown flew a Vickers Vimy biplane from New¬ 
foundland to Clifden, Ireland, in 15 hours 57 minutes. 


An Advisory Committee on civil aviation was formed 
by the Secretary of State for Air and included Lieutenant- 
Colonel Moore-Brabazon, Lieutenant-General Sir Hugh 
Trenchard and Major-General Sir F. H. Sykes among its 
members. 


The first flight by an airship across the Atlantic was 
accomplished by H.M. Airship R.34. It had been built 
by Beardmores on the Clyde, and had made its first trip 
on March 14. Commanded by Major E. H. Scott, with 
Brigadier-General E. M. Maitland as passenger, it now 
voyaged to Long Island, New York, on July 2 and by 
July 13 had returned to Pulham, Norfolk, a round trip of 
6,000 miles. In September the Government decided to 
discontinue the building of airships, but still maintained 
an Airship-Research Department. 


The new rank-titles of the R.A.F. came into force, 
ranging from Aircraftman 2nd class to Marshal of the 
Royal Air Force. Military titles of rank had been in use 
previously. 


An official civil air-mail service was established by the 
Post Office and Air Ministry. Mail was flown between 
London, Bristol, Birmingham, Manchester, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and other important cities. The first official air¬ 
mail service between London and Paris began on Novem¬ 
ber 11 and was operated by Aircraft Transport and 
Travel, Ltd. During eleven weeks it carried out 149 of 
its 166 scheduled flights. 


MAY 1 
Ban on civil 
aviation 
removed 


JUNE 14 
First non-stop 
crossing of 
Atlantic by air 


JUNE 23 
Advisory 
Committee on 
civil aviation 
formed 

JULY 2 
First airship 
flight across 
Atlantic 


AUGUST4 
New rank-titles 
of R.A.F. 


OCTOBER 
Civil Air Mail 
established 
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1919-20 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


NOVEMBER 
Pioneer flights to 
outposts of 
Empire 


DECEMBER 11 
Peacetime 
organization 
of R.A.F. 


JANUARY 3 
Demobilization 
of R.A.F. 


JANUARY- 
FEBRUARY 11 
‘ Mad Mullah ’ 
of Somaliland 
subdued 


Pioneer flights to outposts of Empire were made before 
1919 closed. On November 18, Captain Ross Smith and 
Lieutenant Keith Smith flew a Vickers Vimy from 
Hounslow, and with halts at Cairo, Delhi, Calcutta, Ran¬ 
goon, Bangkok, Singora, Singapore, Java and Sourabaya, 
reached Darwin on December 10. In that month also 
Squadron Leader MacLaren flew from Martlesham 
Heath to Delhi. 

A scheme for the permanent organization of the 
R. A. F. (Memorandum by Air Marshal Sir Hugh 
Trenchard, then C.A.S.) was presented to both Houses 
by Mr. Winston Churchill, Secretary of State for War 
and Air. This scheme made provision at Home for 2 
squadrons as a Striking Force, 2 training .wings, an 
army co-operation and fleet reconnaissance squadron, a 
flight of shipbome fighters and one of flying boats, a 
flight of float seaplanes and half a squadron of torpedo 
aircraft; one squadron for communications. Overseas 
there were to be 8 squadrons for India, 7 for Egypt, 3 
for Mesopotamia ; one flight of seaplanes for Malta 
and one for Alexandria, one flight of float seaplanes for 
the Mediterranean. Training and research were amply 
provided for, with centres at Cranwell, Halton, Manston 
and Uxbridge, and schools of navigation, flying instruc¬ 
tion, wireless, photography, naval co-operation, and 
balloon and airship schools. 


1920 

23,087 officers, 21,558 cadets and 227,229 other ranks 
had now been demobilized. Aircraft equipment valued 
at £100,000,000, comprising the whole of Air Ministry’s 
surplus stock, was taken over by the Aircraft Disposal 
Company between January and March. The Air Esti¬ 
mates of March were reduced to £20,942,930 and 
personnel cut down to 29,730 officers and men. 


Successful operations against the 6 Mad Mullah ’ of 
Somaliland were carried out by the R.A.F. and Camel 
Corps. Aircraft operating from Berbera, under Group 
Captain Robert Gordon, with Wing Commander F. W. 
Bowhiil as Chief of Staff, cleared the Mullah’s fortresses 
in three weeks. It was the R.A.F’s first little war. 
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THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 


1920 


A flight to South Africa was carried out by Wing 
Commander P. van Ryneveld and Flight Lieutenant 
Quintin Brand. Leaving Brooklands on February 4 
they arrived in Cape Town on March 20, thus pioneering 
the second great Empire air route. 


The R.A.F. Cadet College at Cranwell, Lincolnshire, 
was inaugurated with Air Commodore C. A. H. Long- 
croft as first Commandant. 


The Marquess of Londonderry became Under¬ 
secretary of State for Air. Mr. W. F. Nicholson was 
appointed Secretary of the Air Ministry. 


The Airport of Croydon opened in replacement of the 
Air Station on Hounslow Heath, and Major S. T. Greer 
was appointed Civil Aviation Traffic Officer in Command. 


The first R.A.F. Tournament, later known as the 
R.A.F. Pageant, and still later as the R.A.F. Display, 
was held at Hendon and attracted 60,000 spectators. In 
the same month the first Aero Show allowed 15 aircraft 
firms the opportunity to exhibit 27 aeroplanes. 


An Air-Ministry competition was held at the R.A.F. 
Aeroplane and Armament Station at Martlesham Heath, 
to encourage the production of new-type civil-transport 
aeroplanes. 


The strength of the R.A.F. was stated by Mr. Winston 
Churchill to be 2,812 officers and 23,862 men. The Air 
Force had thus been reduced to less than one-tenth of 
its wartime strength. 


As an encouragement to civil aviation the first Air 
Conference was held in London, and important papers 
were read by Sir F. H. Sykes, Controller-General of 
Civil Aviation, and Air Marshal Sir Hugh Trenchard, 
Chief of Air Staff. 


FEBRUARY4 
Flight to 
South Africa 


FEBRUARY 5 
Opening of 
Cranwell 


APRIL 

Under-Secretary 
of State 

MAY 28 
Croydon taken 
over as airport 


JULY 
First R.A.F. 
Tournament and 
first Aero Show 


AUGUST 
Air-Ministry 
competition 
to encourage 
civil aviation 


OCTOBER 
Strength of 
R.A.F. reduced 
to one-tenth of 
wartime strength 

First Ait- 
Conference 
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1921-2 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


FEBRUARY 


MARCH 1 
Air Estimates 

MARCH 10 
Cross-Channel 
air services 


MARCH 
Air control in 
Middle East 


JUNE 23 
Cairo—Baghdad 
Air-Mail 
service 

AUGUST 24 
Disaster to 
Airship R.38 


MARCH 17 
Air Estimates 


APRIL 4 
Opening of 
the R.A.F * 
Staff College 



Mr. Winston Churchill left the War Office and the 
Air Ministry, becoming Minister for the Colonies. He 
was succeeded as Air Minister by Captain the Hon. 
Frederick Guest. Lord Gorell succeeded Lord London¬ 
derry as Under-Secretary of State for Air. 

As his last official act as Air Minister, Mr. Winston 
Churchill introduced Air Estimates for £18,411,000. 

Sir F. H. Sykes, as Controller-General of Civil Avia¬ 
tion, met representatives of the aircraft trade to discuss 
the subsidization of air-lines. The cross-Channel (London 
—Paris) service was resumed by Handley-Page Transport 
Ltd. and Instone Air Lines. 

A conference was held at Cairo to examine the control 
of mandated and other territories in the Middle East. 
Approval was given in principle to a scheme for the 
control of Mesopotamia to be entrusted to the R.A.F. 

After the route had first been surveyed and ploughed 
tracks had been marked across the Syrian desert, the 
R.A.F. flew mail each week from Cairo to Basra (for 
Baghdad), a distance of 1,135 miles. 

While undergoing trials over the Humber near Hull, 
the R.38, the world’s biggest airship (capacity 2,700,000 
cubic feet), bought by the U.S.A., broke amidships. Air 
Commodore E. M. Maitland and 27 officers of the R.A.F. 
and Air Ministry, together with Commander Maxfield 
and 15 officers and men of the U.S. Navy, were killed. 


1922 

Air Estimates for £15,666,500 were introduced. A 
Civil-Aviation Advisory Board was appointed by the 
Cabinet, with Lord Gorell as Chairman. 

The RvA.F. Staff College, at Andover, was established 
with Air Commodore H. R. M. Brooke-Popham as Com¬ 
mandant. It was opened by Air Vice-Marshal Sir John 
Salmond. 
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THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 


1922-3 


The Air Ministry considered an Imperial Airship 
Scheme submitted by Lieutenant-Commander Burney, 
R.N. 

Major-General Sir W. Sefton Brancker became Direc¬ 
tor of Civil Aviation, now in the department of the 
Under-Secretary of State for Air. 

The Committee of Imperial Defence recommended the 
formation of fifteen new squadrons for Home Defence. 

During this year 200 aeroplanes, both civil and mili¬ 
tary, were built in Britain, compared with 3,300 built in 
France. 

The military control of Mesopotamia, now called 'Iraq, 
was handed over to the R.A.F., with Air Vice-Marshal 
Sir John Salmond as Air Officer in Command. 

8921 

The Air Ministry announced the formation of the 
Reserve of Air-Force Officers, to include all who served 
as pilots in the R.N.A.S., R.F.C., or R.A.F., during the 
war, qualified civil pilots, technical officers of the 
R.N.A.S., R.F.C., or R.A.F., and technically-qualified 
civilian applicants. 

Sir Samuel Hoare, Secretary of State for Air, intro¬ 
duced Air Estimates for £18,605,000. Of the R.A.F. he 
said : ‘ We must keep it.a corps d’elite, highly trained, 
well-equipped and capable, so far as possible, of quick 
expansion.’ The Duke of Sutherland was Under-Secre¬ 
tary for Air. 

A committee under the chairmanship of the Marquess 
of Salisbury, set up to inquire into the question of 
National and Imperial Defence generally with particular 
reference to the Air Force, issued its interim report. On 
June 20, Mr. Baldwin, Prime Minister, acting on the 
recommendation of the Committee, advocated a Home- 
Defence Force of 52 squadrons. He stated that, as a 
matter of policy, British air power must include a Home- 
Defence Air Force of sufficient strength adequately to 
protect us against the strongest air power within striking 
distance of this country. 


APRIL 
Imperial 
Airship Scheme 

JUNE 

Civil-Aviation 

Director 

AUGUST 
Home Defence 


OCTOBER 1 
R.A.F. control 
of'Iraq 


FEBRUARY 9 
Reserve of 
R.A.F. officers 
formed 


MARCH U 
Air Estimates 


JUNE 
Expansion of 
Home-Defence 
Air Force 





1923-4 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


JULY 21 A sub-committee of the Salisbury Committee on the 
The Fleet relation between the Navy and Air Force (under the 

Air Arm chairmanship of Lord Balfour) issued its report regard¬ 
ing the status and strength of the Fleet Air Arm. The 
recommendations by this Committee were adopted by the 
Government and presented to Parliament in August. 


DECEMBER 28 
Imperial Air 
Transport Co . 
formed 


The Air Ministry issued the text of an agreement be¬ 
tween the President of the Air Council and the British 
and Foreign Colonial Corporation, Ltd., for the forma¬ 
tion of the Imperial Air Transport Company, Ltd. From 
this company grew Imperial Airways, Ltd. 


JANUARY 3 
Short-Service 
Commission 
Scheme 

MARCH 11 
Air Estimates 


MARCH 31 
Imperial Air¬ 
ways formed 

APRIL 1 
Palestine 
Command 

APRIL 
Separate Fleet 
Air Arm formed 

JULY 
Airship progress 


SEPTEMBER 14 
Operations in 
Iraq 


1924 

The Air Ministry announced that 400 officers were re¬ 
quired for flying duty for the Short Service Commission 
Scheme. 

An effective increase of £2,840,000 in the Air Estimates 
allowed for the formation of eight new squadrons for 
Home Defence during 1924-5. Lord Thomson was 
Secretary of State for Air, Mr. William Leach, M.P., 
Under-Secretary. 

Imperial Airways, Ltd., was formed. The chairman 
was Sir Eric Geddes. 

The military and air forces in Palestine were placed 
under the command of an Air Officer of the R. A.F. 


The Fleet Air Arm, comprising those units of the 
R.A.F. normally embarked in aircraft carriers and fight¬ 
ing ships, was formed. 

The Royal Airship Works at Cardington and the Air¬ 
ship Section at Pulham were re-opened. The R.33 had 
been fitted for experimental flights ; the R.36 was being 
reconditioned at Pulham for an experimental flight to 
Egypt. 

R.A.F. offensive patrols prevented the Turkish occupa¬ 
tion of Zakho, during frontier disputes between Turkey 
and Iraq. 
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THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 


1924-5 


The Royal Air Force consisted of 43 squadrons, 8 
being in Iraq, 6 in India, 4 in Egypt and Palestine. There 
were also 18 flights of aircraft with the Navy. 

The Auxiliary Air Force and Air Force Reserve Act 
(passed on July 14, 1924) was implemented by Order in 
Council with regard to the formation of an Auxiliary Air 
Force. 

When levies at Kirkuk in Iraq came to blows with 
Moslems, a serious situation was avoided by the arrival, 
within eight hours, of airborne troops. The Air Officer 
Commanding in 'Iraq was in charge of all the fighting 
forces there. 


1925 . 

Serious raids against the Southern 'Iraqi tribes by 
Akhwan forces from the Najd territory were checked by 
R.A.F. action. 

Sir Samuel Hoare, Secretary of State for Air, intro¬ 
duced Air Estimates for £21,319,300. There were now 18 
regular squadrons for Home Defence. In all, including 
Fleet Air Arm and Coastal Defence, there were now 54 
squadrons. Sir Philip Sassoon was Under-Secretary of 
State for Air. 

Two additional regular squadrons, one special Reserve 
Squadron and four Auxiliary Air Force Squadrons were 
planned. Officers and men of the Auxiliary Air Force 
were to be part-time citizen personnel, but would belong 
to one particular squadron throughout their service years. 

The Air Defences of Great Britain were placed under 
the command of Air Marshal Sir John Salmond : this 
command included three subordinate commands, Bomb¬ 
ing Area, Fighting Area, Special Reserve and Auxiliary 
Air Force. 

The Director of Civil Aviation, Air Vice-Marshal Sir 
Sefton Brancker, in an aircraft piloted by Mr. Alan Cob- 
ham, landed at Croydon after flying to India and back. 


OCTOBER 
R.A.F. strength 


OCTOBER 9 
Auxiliary Air 
Force Act 


R.A.F. in 'Iraq 


JANUARY 
Action in *Iraq 


MARCH 
Air Estimates 


MARCH 
Auxiliary Air 
Force Squadron 


Air Defences , 
Great Britain 


MARCH 17 
Flight to India 
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1925-6-7 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


OCTOBER 22 
Aircraft 
Apprentices 
Scheme 


OCTOBER 25 
Long-distance 
flight , Cairo 
to Kano 


R.A.F. in 
Waziristan 


MARCH 
Air Estimates 

MAY 27 
Long-distance 
flights 


DECEMBER 26 
Flight to India 


JANUARY 1 
Imperial Defence 
College opened 


No. 1 Apprentices Wing was formed at Halton, 
Buckinghamshii e, under the Command of Squadron 
Leader H. I. Hanmer. All aircraft apprentices were to be 
trained here except those in electrical and wireless trades, 
who were instructed at Flowerdown Electrical and 
Wireless School. 

A long-distance service flight from Cairo to Kano 
Nigeria, was made by three D.H.9As, commanded by 
Squadron Leader A. Coningham. The double journey 
was completed- by November 19. 

Outrages by the Mahsud tribes in Waziristan were 
checked by bombing of their evacuated villages. It was 
the R.A.F’s first independent air action, and a campaign 
which in 1919 had proved inconclusive after causing 1,329 
casualties was now concluded in the space of two months 
for the loss of only two men. 

1926 

Sir Samuel Hoare introduced Air Estimates for 
£20,864,500. 

Four Fairey 111D aircraft returned to Cairo after a 
flight from Cairo to the Cape under the command of 
Wing Commander G. W. H. Pulford. Equipped with 
floats they arrived at Lee-on-Solent on June 21, a cruise 
of 14,000 miles in all. 

Another flight from Cairo to Aden and back was made 
by Vickers Victoria troop-carriers. This method of 4 show¬ 
ing the flag ’ was very effective, for it demonstrated the 
mobility of the Air Force and the possibility of rein¬ 
forcing our Air Force defences overseas by an 4 all- 
red ’ route. 

The Secretary of State for Air and Air Vice-Marshal 
Sir Geoffrey Salmond set out from Croydon en route for 
Delhi by air. They flew in a De Havilland Hercules and 
arrived at Delhi on January 8. 

1927 

The Imperial Defence College was formally opened. It 
was commanded successively by an officer from each of 
the Fighting Services. 
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THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 


JU27—S 


Sir Samuel Hoare introduced Air Estimates for 
£19,986,400 and announced that the strength of the 
R.A.F. was being increased 10 per cent, with a reduction 
of 3 per cent, in cost. 

An Army Co-operation squadron under Squadron 
Leader Sowrey was despatched to join the Shanghai 
Defence Force. Subsequently a command known as 
R.A.F. China was formed, with H.Q. at Hong Kong, 
under Group Captain E. D. M. Robertson. 

Four flying-boats, a Blackburn Iris, Short Singapore, 
Vickers Valkyrie and Supermarine Southampton, under¬ 
took a cruise of the Baltic ports. 

A team of R.A.F. pilots flying float seaplanes, designed 
and built at Air-Ministry expense, competed in the Inter¬ 
national Contest at Venice for the Schneider Trophy. It 
was won by Flight Lieutenant A. M. Webster in a Super¬ 
marine S.5 with a speed of 281 m.p.h. 

The Far-East Flight under Group Captain H. M. Cave- 
Brown-Cave left Plymouth for a 23,000-mile cruise to 
Egypt, India, Australia, Japan and Singapore. The flight 
was equipped with Supermarine Southamptons. 

A flight of three Fairey lllFs left Cairo under Wing 
Commander F. W. Stent to fly to Kano, Nigeria. 


1928 

The defence of Aden and the surrounding territory 
was placed under the command of Group Captain 
W. G. S. Mitchell. Thus for the second time, the R.A.F 
became responsible for the control of an overseas 
territory. 

Air Estimates were introduced for £19,135,100. 


A Service flight to the Cape and back was made by 
four Fairey 11 IF biplanes, under the command of Air 
Vice-Marshal T. Webb Bowen. 

The Under-Secretary of State for Air, Sir Philip 
Sassoon, travelled from London to Singapore and. back 
in flying-boats and landplanes of the R.A.F. 


MARCH 
Air Estimates 


APRIL 

Imperial Defence 


SEPTEMBER 
Baltic cruise by 
flying-boats 

SEPTEMBER 26 
Schneider Trophy 


OCTOBER 
Far-East flight 


Cairo-Kano 


FEBRUARY 
Aden defences 


MARCH 
Air Estimates 

Long-distance 

flights 
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1928-0 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


JUNE 
Air Display 


DECEMBER 
Evacuation 
from Kabul 


MARCH 
Air Estimates 


APRIL 
Non-stop 
flight to India 

SEPTEMBER 

Schneider 

Trophy 


SEPTEMBER 10 
World's speed 
record 

SEPTEMBER 12 


Aero Show 


Besides holding what was then the record air display 
at Hendon, the R.A.F. also held minor displays at 
Andover, Halton, Cairo and Malta. 

Auxiliary and Special Reserve squadrons took part in 
the annual Air Exercises for the first time. 

During the disturbances in Afghanistan, which resulted 
in the deposition of King Amanullah, aircraft of the 
R.A.F. evacuated more than 580 persons of various 
nationalities from European legations in Kabul. To do 
so they flew 28,160 miles over mountains 10,000 feet in 
height during one of the severest winters on record, 
and lost only two aircraft. 


1929 

The sum of £19,645,100 was asked for the Air 
Estimates. 

Technical improvements in Service aircraft included 
the fitting of Handley-Page slots and the installation of 
parachutes in every suitable aircraft, except those which 
were sea-going. 

Squadron Leader A. G. Jones-Williams and Flight 
Lieutenant N. H. Jenkins flew from Cranwell to Karachi 
in a Fairey monoplane, a distance of approximately 4,130 
miles. 

Air Ministry again allowed the R.A.F. to compete for 
the Schneider International Trophy ; this time it was won 
by Flying Officer H. R. D. Waghorn in a Supermarine 
Rolls-Royce S6 seaplane with a speed of 328 m.p.h. 

Flight Lieutenant G. H. Stainforth beat the world’s 
absolute speed record in a Gloster Napier 6. 

Squadron Leader A. H. Orlebar, breaking Flight 
Lieutenant G. H. Stainforth’s record of September 10, 
set up a new world’s absolute speed record, doing 
357*7 m.p.h. in a Supermarine Rolls-Royce S6. 

The last Aero Show was held at Olympia. It included 
aircraft on order for the R.A.F. and Air Ministry tech¬ 
nical exhibits. 
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1029-36 


Marshal of the Royal Air Force, Sir Hugh Trenchard, 
who had been Chief of Air Staff since 1919, was succeeded 
by Air Chief-Marshal Sir John Salmond. In the New 
Year Honours List Sir Hugh Trenchard was elevated to 
the peerage. 


Lord Thomson was Secretary of State for Air. Mr. F. 
Montague, Under-Secretary of State for Air, introduced 
Air Estimates for £20,923,000. 


The Airship R.100 left Cardington at 0348 hours on 
July 29 and reached Montreal at 0225 hours on August 1, 
a voyage of 3,364 miles. 

The airship returned to Cardington on August 16 at 
1035 hours, having left St. Hubert aerodrome (Montreal) 
at 2130 hours on August 13. 


In an attempt to fly to India via Egypt the airship R. 101 
left Cardington at 1958 hours. It carried 54 passengers 
and crew, including Lord Thomson, Secretary of State 
for Air and Air Vice-Marshal Sir Sefton Brancker, 
Director of Civil Aviation. At 0250 hours on October 5 
it crashed at Allone, near Beauvais, France, and was 
totally destroyed by fire. Forty-seven of those on board 
were killed, including Lord Thomson and Sir Sefton 
Brancker. Lord Amulree succeeded Lord Thomson as 
Secretary of State for Air ; Lieutenant-Colonel Francis 
Shelmerdine succeeded Sir Sefton Brancker as Director 
of Civil Aviation. 


When 6,000 Afridi tribesmen had assembled near the 
Mhajuri Plain and threatened the British cantonments, it 
looked as though the whole N.W. Frontier might be set 
ablaze. The R.A.F., after giving due warning, bombed 
selected villages and the advancing Afridis. The final 
action lasted ten days ; less than 100 Afridis were killed ; 
but the Peshawar Incursion was quelled. 


DECEMBER 
Chief of Air 
Staff 


MARCH 
Air Estimates 


JULY 29 
Transatlantic 
Airship Voyage 


OCTOBER 4 
Airship R.101 
disaster 


R.A.F. on the 
N. W. Frontier 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 



1931 

Secretary of 
Air Ministry 

Mr. C. LI. Bullock succeeded Sir W. F. Nicholson as 
Secretary of the Air Ministry. 

MARCH 
Air Estimates 

Air Estimates for £21,197,200 were introduced. It was 
stated that the Air Squadrons of the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge had as their object the provision 
of candidates for commissions in the Regular Air Force, 
Air-Force Reserve and the Auxiliary Air Force. 

APRIL 25 
Air Mail to 
Australia 

The first air mail from Australia to England left the 
Archerfield Aerodrome, Brisbane, Queensland, and was 
carried as far as Singapore by Queensland and Northern 
Territories Air Services, Ltd. It was there picked up by 
Imperial Airways Ltd. 

JUNE 17 
Control in 
'Iraq 

The last of the notable rebels against authority 
in 'Iraq, the Sheikh Mahmoud, surrendered to a detach¬ 
ment of the Air Force at Penjwin, near the 'Iraq-Persian 
frontier. He was taken by air to Ur and then exiled to 
Trans-Jordan. 

SEPTEMBER 12 
Schneider 
Trophy 

Air Ministry backed the design and construction of 
an aircraft, for which Lady Houston put up the sum 
of £100,000, to compete for the International Schneider. 
Trophy. Because of the withdrawal of the Italian team, 
Flight Lieutenant J. Boothman, in a Vickers Supermarine 
Rolls-Royce S.6.B., flew over the course at 340 m.p.h. 
and claimed the Trophy. 

Flight Lieutenant G. H. Stainforth took the world’s 
speed record on the same day, averaging 378*05 m.p.h. 
over the 3-kilometre course. 

SEPTEMBER 29 
New speed 
record 

Flight Lieutenant G. H. Stainforth made a. second 
attempt on the world’s speed record and reached an 
average speed of 408 m.p.h. on the four runs. 

JANUARY 20 
Air Mail to 
South Africa 

1932 

The first consignment of air mail was flown on a regular 
air service between England and the Union of South 
Africa. 
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1932-3 


Air Estimates were introduced for £19,702,700, less 
than those of the previous year. The League of National 
Disarmament Conference was in session at Geneva. 


Lord Londonderry was Secretary of State for Air, Sir 
Philip Sassoon Under-Secretary. 


Air Chief-Marshal Sir John Salmond, Chief of Air 
Staff, was promoted to Marshal of the Royal Air Force; 
Air Marshal Sir Geoffrey Salmond and Air Marshal Sir 
Edward Ellington were both promoted to Air Chief- 
Marshal. 

Squadron Leader O. R. Gayford and Flight Lieu¬ 
tenant G. E. Nicholetts flew in a Fairey monoplane from 
Cranwell to Walvis Bay, 5,341 miles in 52 hours 25 
minutes, non-stop. 

Lord Londonderry delivered the opening speech to the 
Air Commission, formed to consider the possibility of 
abolishing air armament and of controlling civil 
aviation. 

Air Estimates of £19,638,600 were introduced with an 
increase of £64,000 for the Fleet Air Arm. 

Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir John Salmond 
was succeeded by Air Chief-Marshal Sir Geoffrey 
Salmond as Chief of Air Staff. 

The Indian Air Force was formed. 


Squadron Leader the Marquess of Clydesdale and 
Colonel L. V. S. Blacker in a Houston Westland, and 
Flight Lieutenant D. F. McIntyre and Mr. S. R. Bonnett 
m a Westland Wallace aircraft, flew over the summit of 
Mount Everest, clearing it by 100 feet. Air Commodore 
P. F. M. Fellowes (retired) was in executive charge of the 
expedition. 

Air Chief-Marshal Sir Edward Ellington became Chief 
of Air Staff following the death of Sir Geoffrey Salmond 
on April 27, 


MARCH 
Air Estimates 


Secretary of 
State for Air 


R.A.F. High 
Command 


FEBRUARY S 
World's long¬ 
distance record 

FEBRUARY 20 
Air Commission 
at Geneva 

MARCH 
Air Estimates 


APRIL 1 
Indian Air Force 

APRIL 3 
Flight over 
Everest 


MAY 22 
Chief of the 
Air Staff 






1933-4 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


MAY 
Air League 
of the 
British Empire 


Air Commodore J. A. Chamier was appointed to be 
Secretary-General of the Air League of the British 
Empire. Air Commodore Chamier initiated the celebra¬ 
tion of Empire Air Day and was responsible for the 
Civil Air Guard movement. 


NOVEMBER 29 In the House of Lords Lord Londonderry declared 
Rearmament that ‘ our present relative weakness in the air cannot be 
allowed to continue \ In the House of Commons Rear- 
Admiral Sueter asked the Government to rearm up to 
the standard laid down by Mr. Stanley Baldwin as our 
minimum safety limit in 1923. 

At this time there were only .40 Service and Auxiliary 
squadrons based in Britain. 


1914 


JANUARY 
Overseas 
R.A.F. stations 
inspected 

MARCH 
Air Estimates 


MAY 24 
First Empire 
Air Day 


JULY 30 
Air-Raid 
Precautions 


Lord Londonderry, Secretary of State for Air, made 
a tour of 16,000 miles to inspect the R.A.F. stations in 
India, 'Iraq, Trans-Jordan, Palestine and Egypt, com¬ 
pleting his journey in February. 

Air Estimates were introduced for £20,165,600 ; the 
appropriation for the Fleet Air Arm went up from 
£870,000 to £1,100,000. 

Mr. Stanley Baldwin assured the House that if the 
Disarmament Conference failed, steps would be taken 
to bring about an Air-Disarmament Convention ; if that 
failed, the Government would proceed to bring the 
strength of our Air Force up to the strength of the 
strongest Air Force within striking distance of this 
country. 

The first Empire Air Day Celebration, in aid of the 
R.A.F. Benevolent Fund (which had been founded in 
1919 by Major-General Sir Hugh Trenchard), was 
attended by H.M. King George V, H.M. the Queen and 
Lord Londonderry. 

It was announced in Parliament that the Government 
intended to develop precautionary measures designed for 
the protection of the civil population and safeguarding 
the essential services against the effects of bombing from 
the air. 
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The Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII) formally 
opened the new buildings of the R.A.F. College at 
Cranwell. 

Sir Philip Sassoon, Under-Secretary of State for Air, 
made another journey to the Far East; his trip covered 
more than 19,000 miles over 14 countries, and he was 
180 hours in the air. 

Mr. C. W. A. Scott and Mr. T. Campbell Black flew 
a D.H. Comet from Mildenhall to Melbourne, 11,300 
miles in 70 hours 59 minutes, winning the prize given by 
Sir Macpherson Robertson. 


1935 

The Foreign Office issued a statement, following 
meetings between British and French Ministers, in which 
it was suggested that ‘ the signatories should undertake 
immediately to give the assistance of their Air Forces to 
whichever of them might be the victim of unprovoked 
aerial aggression’. 

Air Estimates for £23,851,100 were introduced, in¬ 
cluding an increase of £800,000 for aircraft and spares, 
and £1,620,000 for the Fleet Air Arm. 

The Prime Minister’s (Mr. Ramsay MacDonald) white 
paper, relating to defence, was issued in connection with 
the House of Commons debate on rearmament. In it he 
said : ‘ The deliberate retardation of our armaments as 
part of our peace policy has brought them below the level 
required for the fulfilment of these objects, especially in 
view of the uncertainty of the international situation and 
the increase of armaments in all parts of the world. 
An additional expenditure on the armaments of the 
three Defence Services can, therefore, no longer be safely 
postponed.’ 

An announcement was made in both Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment outlining proposals for very considerable expansion 
of the R.A.F. It was stated by March, 1937, that the 
strength of the R.A.F. based at Home (exclusive of the 
Fleet Air Arm) would reach 1,500 first-line aircraft. This 
figure compared with the present strength of 580 aircraft 
and with the total of 840 which would have been reached 
in March, 1937, under the programme of July, 1934. 


1934-5 


OCTOBER 11 
New buildings 
opened at 
Cranwell 


OCTOBER 14 
Air race to 
Australia 


FEBRUARY 
Air Assistance 


MARCH 
Air Estimates 

MARCH 11 

Home-Defence 

Statement 


MAY 22 
Proposed 
expansion 
of the R.A.F. 
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11)35-6 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


JUNE 
Sir Philip 
Cunliffe-Lister 
appointed 
Air Minister 


JULY 6 
King George V 
reviews the 
R.A.F. 


JULY 15 
Supplementary 
Air Estimates 


Air-Raid 

Precautions 


AUGUST 
Central Flying 
School 

OCTOBER 3 
Abyssinian War 

NOVEMBER 18 
Sanctions 
against Italy 


FEBRUARY 17 
Supplementary 
Air Estimates 


Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister succeeded Lord Londonderry 
as Secretary of State for Air. 

Following the Royal Commission to enquire into the 
private manufacture of arms, the Air Ministry was per¬ 
mitted to continue the backing of the aircraft industry in 
producing P.V. (private venture) machines. 

H M. King George V reviewed the Royal Air Force at 
Mildenhall, Suffolk and Duxford, Cambridgeshire, in¬ 
specting all types of units in service with the R.A.F. Air 
Chief-Marshal Sir Robert Brooke-Popham was in com¬ 
mand of the review, which included a fly-past of 350 
aircraft. 

Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister announced that 71 new 
squadrons were to be provided for Home Defence by 
March, 1937, and that 2,500 pilots and 20,000 other extra 
personnel were required. £5,335,000 was the amount 
approved for the furtherance of this expansion. 

Air-Raid Precautions began to receive public notice, 
and aircraft producers were encouraged to open their new 
factories west of an imaginary line from Newcastle to 
Portsmouth. 

The Central Flying School returned from Wittering, 
Northants, to Upavon, Wiltshire, its original home. The 
C.F.S. was concerned solely with the training of 
instructors. 

Italy declared war on Abyssinia and was condemned by 
the League of Nations as an aggressor. 

A scheme of financial and economic sanctions was im¬ 
posed on Italy which resulted in a state of tension be¬ 
tween Italy, and Great Britain and France. British Air 
Forces in the Middle East were strengthened and brought 
to a state of readiness against a possible conflict with 
Italy. 


1916 

£1,611,000 was asked for the Air Services in the 
Supplementary Estimates for the three Fighting Forces. 

The Air Estimates for 1936-7 were for £39,000,000 and 
were intended to bring the total strength of the R.A.F. at 
Home up to 123 squadrons, with a first-line strength of 
1,500 aircraft. The Navy Estimates included an increased 
expenditure of £1,082,000 for the Fleet Air Arm. 
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The Italian conquest of Abyssinia was concluded. 


The Home Defence Force was organized into four 
commands : Bomber with H.Q. at Uxbridge, Fighter 
with H.Q. at Stanmore, Coastal with H.Q. at Lee-on- 
Solent, and Training Command with H.Q. at Ternhill. 

At the 17th Hendon Air Display, Hurricane and Spit¬ 
fire fighters made their first public appearance : Hamp¬ 
den, Wellington, Battle, Whitley and an early model of 
the Blenheim bomber were on view and also the army co¬ 
operation Lysander monoplane. 

H.M. King Edward VIII, accompanied by the Duke 
of York, visited Northolt, Wittering and Martlesham 
Heath R.A.F. stations, by air, in the course of a tour of 
inspection. 

During the last week of July air exercises were carried 
out to give collective defence training to squadrons of the 
Metropolitan Air Force. For the first time it was assumed 
that attacking forces would come in over the seaboard of 
south-eastern England, and the Observer Corps under¬ 
went its first real test. 

Lord Swinton, Secretary of State for Air, announced 
the formation of a Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 
designed to take in 800 pilots a year. 

Colonel Sir D. Banks succeeded Sir C. LI. Bullock as 
Secretary of the Air Ministry. 


Work began on the building of six Government-owned 
factories, to be erected for making aero-engines. Bristol 
Pegasus motor production was to be standardized, 
various companies making parts of the motor. Austin 
Motor Co., Bristol Aeroplane Co., the Daimler Co., 
Rootes Securities, Ltd., the Rover Co. and Standard 
Motor Co. were to manage the six factories. There were 
to be two separate assembly factories under the control of 
the Bristol Aeroplane Co. and the Austin Motor Co. 

Squadron Leader F. R. D. Swain, flying to a height of 
49,967 feet, broke the altitude record for heavier-than-air 
aircraft. 


MAY 

Abyssinian War 
ended 

The Four 
Commands 


JUNE 27 
New aircraft 
types 


JULY S 
The King 
reviews the 
R.A.F. 

Air exercises 


JULY 30 
R.A.F. V.R. 
formed 

AUGUST 6 
Secretary of 
the Air Ministry 

AUGUST 

Shadow-factory 

scheme 


SEPTEMBER 
Altitude record 
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1936-7 


TYVENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


NOVEMBER 17 
Expansion of 
the R.A.F. 


JANUARY 13 
Long-distance 
Service flight 
to India 

MARCH 
Air Estimates 
and strength 
of R.A.F. 

MAY 
Under-Secretary 
for Air 

JUNE 26 
Last Hendon 
Air Display 


JULY 5 
Imperial Airways 
service to 
America 

JULY 14 
Naval and air 
exercise 


JULY 30 
The Fleet 
Air Arm under 
Admiralty 
control 


Lord Swinton, in a House of Lords Debate, stated 
that, in 1935,1,300 pilots had been accepted for training, 
and that 1,562. had already been accepted against the 
1,512 intended for 1936. He also made public the Balloon 
Barrage scheme. 

1937 

Twelve Vincent aircraft flew from Heliopolis, Cairo, 
via Baghdad and the Persian Gulf to Risalpur, North- 
West Frontier of India, an inaugural inter-Command 
development flight of 6,500 miles. 

Air Estimates for £88,588,600 were introduced. Lord 
Swinton announced that by March 31 the R.A.F. would 
consist of 100 squadrons at Home, 20 with the Fleet Air 
Arm and 26 squadrons overseas. 

Lieutenant-Colonel A. J. Muirhead succeeded Sir 
Philip Sassoon as Under-Secretary of State for Air* 


At the last Air Display held at Hendon, under the 
command of Air Chief-Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding, 
there was a mass-formation fly-past of 250 aircraft, at 
100 m.p.h., and between 2,000 and 12,000 feet. There¬ 
after, Empire Air Days at individual airfields were 
organized by the Air League of the British Empire. 

The first Imperial Airways flying-boat flew from 
Shannon Air Port, South-West Ireland, to Botwood, 
Newfoundland, in 15 hours 9 minutes. 


A naval and air exercise was carried out to train air 
units in the defence of coastal areas and to test civil air 
defence organizations. Parts of the Fleet Air Arm and 
Coastal Command of the R.A.F. were engaged. 

Mr. Chamberlain, the Prime Minister, announced that 
complete control of the Fleet Air Arm was to be given to 
the Admiralty, which would supply all personnel for air 
units of the Fleet. The Admiralty also took over the air 
bases of Ford, Lee-on-Solent, Worthydown and Doni- 
bristle for the training and accommodation of naval air 
personnel. 
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Young pilots in the expanded R.A.F. and new units of 
the Observer Corps, the staffs of Fighter and Bomber 
Command groups and stations, were given operational 
practice in a mock attack on London, 398 aircraft being 
engaged in all. 

Air Chief-Marshal Sir Cyril Newall succeeded Marshal 
of the Royal Air Force Sir Edward Ellington as Chief of 
the Air Staff. 



Squadron Leader Gillan flew from Edinburgh to 
Northolt in a Hawker Hurricane in only 48 minutes from 
taking off to landing,, at an average speed of408*75 m.p.h. 

Air Vice-Marshal W. Sholto Douglas, previously 
Director of Staff Duties, was appointed to the newly 
created post of Assistant Chief of Air Staff. 

Air Estimates for a gross total of £111,500,000 were 
introduced. It was announced that a Maintenance Com¬ 
mand was to be formed during 1938, and also that 
employees in the aircraft industry had increased from 
30,000 in 1935 to almost 90,000. 

The policy was inaugurated by Air Ministry of buying 
Service types of aircraft in the United States. In June it 
was announced that 200 twin-motor Lockheed 14s and 
200 North American BT.98 two-seater trainers had been 
bought. 

On the fifth celebration of Empire Air Day 58 R.A.F. 
airfields were opened to the public and l‘,000 military 
aeroplanes took part in the programmes of the day. 


Sir Kingsley Wood succeeded Lord Swinton as Secre¬ 
tary of State for Air ; Captain Harold Balfour became 
Under-Secretary. Sir Kingsley Wood’s first duty was the 
introduction of the Air-Navigation Bill, designed to 
expand British air lines over the Continent. 

Sir John Reith became Chairman of Imperial Airways, 
resigning his position as Director-General of the B.B.C. 


1937-8 


AUGUST 
Mock attack 
on London 


x Chief of the 
Air Staff 


FEBRUARY 10 
Record overland 
flight 

FEBRUARY 17 
Assistant Chief 
of Air Staff 

MARCH 
Air Estimates 


APRIL 
Purchase of 
aircraft from 
U.S.A. 


MAY 28 
Empire 
Air Day 
celebrations 

Secretary of 
State for Air 


JUNE 14 
Imperial Airways 
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1938 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


JUNE 26 
Air Mail to 
Australia 

Two Empire flying boats, carrying three tons of mail 
and twenty-four passengers, took off from Southampton 
Water on a voyage to Sydney, Australia, scheduled to 
take nine days. 

JULY 7 
Long distance 
flight to 
Ismailia 

Four Wellesley bombers flew from Cranwell, Lincoln¬ 
shire, almost to Bahrein on the Persian Gulf, then 
turned and without stopping flew to ismailia, Egypt. 
They covered 4,300 miles at an average speed of 135 
m.p.h. 

JULY 13 
Supplementary 
Air Estimate 

A supplementary estimate of £22,901,000 was intro¬ 
duced. Air Ministry approved the Civil-Air-Guard 
Scheme. 

JULY 20 
Coastal-Defence 
exercises 

The biggest coastal defence test for many year/was 
carried out by sea, land and air forces/Sea and air, 
attack was presumed against the^east coast of Britain 
and R.A.F. units from Hornchurch to Tnvergordon were 
engaged. 

AUGUST 

4 Westland ’ v. 

4 Eastland ’ 
Exercises 

945 aircraft took part in an exercise between 4 West- 
land ’ and 4 Eastland ’, an imaginary territory in the 
North Sea, whose bombing attacks were met by a fighter 
defence that included Hurricanes and Spitfires. Anti¬ 
aircraft Divisions, the Observer Corps and Civil-Defence 
units were also employed. 

AUGUST 23 
Auxiliary 
Territorial 
Service 

The Air Council decided to participate in a scheme 
for the formation of the Auxiliary Territorial Service, to 
be administered by the War Office and to include 
separate R.A.F. companies of women for service with the 
Air Force. 

SEPTEMBER 
Munich crisis 

During the Munich crisis the R.A.F. was partially 
mobilized and precautionary measures were taken. 

NOVEMBER 5 
World's 
long-distance 
flight record 

Three of the Wellesleys that had flown from Cranwell 
to Ismailia started from there to Australia. Two made a 
non-stop flight to Port Darwin and established a new 
world’s long-distance record, travelling 7,162 miles in 
48 hours. The third made an intermediate landing at 
Koepang, Netherlands East Indies, 
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The Government recommended legislation to set up a 
British Overseas Airways Corporation to take over 
Imperial Airways and British Airways. 

It was announced that the Fleet Air Arm would be 
enlarged from 3,000 to 10,000 officers and men. Six air¬ 
craft carriers (H.M.S. Courageous, Glorious, Hermes, 
Furious, Eagle, Argus) and two seaplane carriers (H.M.S. 
Albatross, Pegasus) already in service, were to be sup¬ 
ported by a further seven aircraft carriers (H.M.S. Ark 
Royal, Illustrious, Victorious, Formidable, Indomitable, 
Implacable, Indefatigable). 


1939 

The R.A.F. companies of the Auxiliary Territorial 
Service were reorganized solely as officer and N.C.O. 
producing units under the administration of Air Ministry. 


Estimates exceeding £200,000,000 were foreshadowed 
for the Air Services. By the end of March there would be 
1,750 first-line aircraft on the strength of the Metropolitan 
Air Force. 

Sir Kingsley Wood, Secretary of State for Air, intro¬ 
duced Air Estimates for £208,561,000. R.A.F. personnel 
were to be increased to a total of 8,676 officers and 
109,324 airmen. Three more Service Flying Training 
Schools were to be added to the 12 already in use. 

A Balloon Command was established to administer 
and train the 47 units of the Balloon-Barrage Defences. 
Maintenance Command was created, to administer all 
storage units and depots at Home, and a Reserve Com¬ 
mand, for the training of all sections of the Volunteer 
Reserve. 

» 

Air Marshal Sir Arthur Longmore represented the Air 
Ministry at the Pacific Defence Conference, between 
British, Australian and New Zealand representatives 
held in New Zealand. 


193 S—9 


NOVEMBER 11 
Imperial and 
British Airways 

DECEMBER 
Fleet Air Arm 
expansion 


JANUARY 19 
Reorganization 
of R.A.F. com¬ 
panies of A.T.S. 

FEBRUARY 15 
Air Estimates 


MARCH 2 


New Commands 


APRIL U 
Pacific Defence 
Conference 
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1939 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


MAY 20 
Last Empire 
Air Day 

JUNE 

Permanent 

Under-Secretary 

JUNE 28 
Formation of 
the W.A.A.F. 

JULY 11 
Air exercises 
over France 

Civil-type 
aeroplanes for 
use in the R.A.F. 

AUGUST 
Air-Mail Service 
to America 

AUGUST 8 
Large-scale air 
exercises 

AUGUST 31 
General 
mobilization 

SEPTEMBER 1 
Posting of 
W.A.A.F. 
personnel 

SEPTEMBER 1 
The R.A.F. 
in France 


Empire Air Day attracted about 1,000,000 spectators 
to 60 R.A.F. stations and 18 other airfields, where many 
new-type monoplanes were on show. 

Sir Arthur Street succeeded Colonel Sir Donald Banks 
as Permanent Under-Secretary of State for Air. 

H.M. King George VI approved the formation of the 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force ; Miss K. J. Trefusis- 
Forbes was appointed first director in an advisory 
capacity. 

One hundred R.A.F. bombers made a training flight 
over Central France, and a fortnight later flights were 
made by 240 British bombers to Lyons and the Vosges. 

Sir Kingsley Wood, speaking on the British Overseas 
Airways Bill, stated that ‘ civil-type aeroplanes produced 
by British constructors should, wherever practicable, be 
used in the R.A.F. for transport and allied purposes.’ 

During August and September British flying-boats, the 
Caribou and Cabot, flew mail and freight weekly 
from Foynes, Ireland, via Botwood, Newfoundland, to 
Montreal and New York. 

1,300 aircraft of the R.A.F. took part in tests of the 
new crews and latest types of aircraft during large-scale 
exercises lasting four days ; 53,000 men, 110 guns, 700 
searchlights and 100 barrage balloons were also engaged. 

Following the proclamation of general mobilization all 
R.A.F. reservists were called up and the R.A.F. was at 
war stations. 

The posting of W.A.A.F. personnel to R.A.F. stations 
to fill vacancies in the war establishments began. Enrol¬ 
ments to complete new establishments which now 
included airwomen began. 

The first R.A.F. squadron to be despatched to France 
was No. 226 of the Advanced Air Striking Force. The 
A.A.S.F. comprised ten squadrons of Battle bombers and 
two squadrons of Hurricane fighters. 

The Air Component attached to the British Army 
Expeditionary Force was composed of four squadrons of 
Lysander aircraft, four reconnaissance squadrons of 
Blenheim Is, and four fighter squadrons equipped with 
Hurricanes and Gladiators. 
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1939 


Following Great Britain’s declaration of war upon Ger¬ 
many, the Air Forces of the Dominions were mobilized 
—the R.A.A.F., R.C.A.F., S.A.A.F., R.N.Z;A.F. The 
first air action of the R.A.F. was a photographic recon¬ 
naissance of the German Fleet. 

Aircraft of Bomber Command made their first leaflet 
raid over North and North-West Germany. These raids 
were repeated each night between September 4-9, fre¬ 
quently during October, and at intervals throughout the 
early months of the war. 

29 Blenheim and Wellington bombers made the first 
offensive raid of the war. Their targets were the German 
- warships in Schillig Roads and Brunsbuttel : seven 
British aircraft did not return. 

A reconnaissance aircraft of Coastal Command sank a 
U-boat. 

Two Sunderlands rescued the crew of a torpedoed 
tramp steamer sunk by a U-boat. 


The first leaflet raid on Berlin was made. 


Spitfire fighters shot down three of the 12 Heinkel 111 
bombers which attacked naval units in the Firth of Forth. 
A pilot of an Auxiliary fighter squadron destroyed the 
first Heinkel. 

Three out of 12 enemy aircraft which attacked a 
British merchant ship convoy in the North Sea were put 
out of action by six R.A.F. fighters. 

A pilot of No. 1 Squadron of the A.A.S.F., flying a 
Hurricane, shot down the first enemy aircraft (a Dornier) 
to fall to a British pilot in France. 


The first bombs were dropped on British soil by a 
German aircraft, which attacked the Shetlands : there 
were no casualties. 


SEPTEMBER 3 
Great Britain 
declares war on 
Germany 


First leaflet raid 
over Germany 


SEPTEMBER 4 
First bombing 
raid on German 
targets 

SEPTEMBER 
First U-boat sunk 

SEPTEMBER IS 
Flying boats 
rescue 

torpedoed crew 

OCTOBER 1-2 
Leaflet raid on 
Berlin 

OCTOBER 16 

Fighter 

engagements 


OCTOBER 21 


OCTOBER 30 
First enemy 
aircraft shot down 
in France 

NOVEMBER 13 
First bombs on 
Britain 
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1939-40 TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


DECEMBER 3 
Attack on 
German warships 

24 Wellingtons bombed German warships off Heligo¬ 
land, scoring three hits on one vessel and also destroying 
one German fighter. In further attacks off Heligoland on 
December 14 and 18, Wellingtons encountered severe 
fighter opposition and claim to have shot down 11 
German fighters : 17 Wellingtons were lost. 

DECEMBER 8 
CoastalCommand 
v. U-boats 

% 

An enemy U-boat was sunk by aircraft of Coastal 
Command. By the end of the year, out of 75 U-boats 
sighted from the air, 51 had been attacked with varying 
degrees of success. 

DECEMBER 26 
R.A.A.F. arrives 
in England 

The complete personnel of a R.A.A.F. squadron dis¬ 
embarked in England for service with Coastal Command. 
They were equipped with Sunderland flying boats. 

DECEMBER 
W.A.A.F. 
Code and Cypher 
officers 

First W.A.A.F. officers were appointed to substitute 
R.A.F. officers engaged in Code and Cypher duties. 

8940 

JANUARY 9 
British Air 
Forces in France 
combined 

Both sections of the British Air Forces in France 
were combined to form one R.A.F. Command under the 
A.O.C.-in-C. Air Chief-Marshal A. S. Barratt. 

JAN. 12-13 
Leaflets on 
Prague and 
Vienna 

Leaflets were first dropped on the cities of Prague and 
Vienna. 

FEBRUARY 16 
The Altmark 
located 

The German prison ship Altmark was located in 
Norwegian waters by Hudson aircraft of Coastal 
Command. She was subsequently pursued by H.M.S. 
Cossack, who boarded her and rescued nearly 300 
British seamen who were prisoners. 

FEBRUARY 19 
Operations 
by Bomber 
Command 

18 Wellingtons bombed ice-bound German warships 
in Heligoland Bight. 
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Two Whitleys operating from a French airfield, 
dropped 6-7,000,000 leaflets over Warsaw. 

- : i 

30 Whitleys and 20 Hampdens attacked the German 
air base at Hornum, on the island of Sylt, with high- 
explosive and incendiary bombs. 

A flying-boat of Coastal Command, escorting a 
convoy, was attacked by six Junkers 88 dive-bombers. 
The Sunderland disabled two Junkers and compelled the 
others to break off the engagement. 

Sir Samuel Hoare became Secretary of State for Air. 


Repeated attacks by German bombers on the naval 
base at Scapa Flow cost the enemy at least eleven air¬ 
craft, five being shot down and three seriously damaged 
by pilots of Fighter Command. 

Bomber and Coastal Command and units of the Fleet 
Air Arm assisted the Allied Navies to lay mines off the 
coast of Norway, in order to prevent German ships 
carrying iron ore in Norwegian territorial waters. 

Wellingtons and Hampden bombers attacked German 
naval units at Bergen, which were employed in the 
invasion of Norway. 

The first raid against German-occupied air bases in 
Norway and Denmark was made by two Blenheim 
fighters and six Wellington bombers. 

The Commonwealth Joint Air Training Plan came into 
operation. The resources of the Empire were mobilized 
for training pilots, air gunners, wireless operators, navi¬ 
gators and observers for the R.A.F. and Dominion Air 
Forces. 

Germany invaded the Low Countries. 

Blenheims bombed German-occupied airfields in Hol¬ 
land ; 36 Wellingtons burnt the hangars at Waalhaven ; 
Whitleys bombed the approaches to Maastricht; Battles 
of the A.A.S.F. three days later bombed the area of Breda. 


mo 


MARCH hY 


MARCH 10 


APRIL 3 
Flying-boat 
v. Junkers 88 


Secretary of 
State for Air 

APRIL S 
Attack on 
Scapa Flow 
defeated 

Minelaying in 

Norwegian 

waters 


APRIL 0 
R.A.F. in 
Norway 

APRIL 11 


MAY 1 
Commonwealth 
Joint Air 
Training Plan 


MAY 10 
Action in 
Holland 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


Mr. Churchill 
Prime Minister 

MAY 11 
Secretary of 
State for Air 

Ministry of 
Aircraft 
Production 

MAY 16 
Low-flying 
attacks 


JUNE 4 
Evacuation of 
Dunkirk 


JUNE 10 
Italy 
declares war 

JUNE 11 
First raid 
on Italy 


AUGUST 
Battle of 
Britain opens 

AUGUST 15 


Mr. Winston Churchill assumed the office of Prime 
Minister. 

Sir Archibald Sinclair succeeded Sir Samuel Hoare as 
Secretary of State for Air. 


The Ministry of Aircraft Production was created with 
Lord Beaverbrook as Minister. 


Units of the. Air Component of the B.E.F. made low- 
flying fighter attacks on enemy columns moving towards 
Arras and Amiens; No. 14 Group alone shot down at 
least 45 enemy aircraft. 

The A.A.S.F. despatched bomber squadrons against 
tanks and motor transport at Berneuil and Pinsieux, and 
against enemy columns on the Abbeville Road, between 
May 25 and 28, with great effect. 

Until the end of the evacuation of the B.E.F. from 
Dunkirk, Bomber Command put a curtain of bombs 
round the port, while fighters inflicted heavy losses on the 
Luftwaffe. 

Italy declared war on Great Britain and France. 


The first raid on targets in Italy was made by Whitleys 
on Turin and Genoa. Five days later Milan was bombed, 
the last bombing operation carried out by the R.A.F. 
from French soil. 

182 of the German aircraft employed to attack Channel 
convoys and the ports of Dover, Portsmouth and Wey¬ 
mouth had been destroyed up to August 12. 

During assaults upon fighter airfields in Southern 
England the Luftwaffe lost 180 aircraft shot down by 
Hurricanes and Spitfires of Fighter Command, whose 
own losses were 34. 

139 enemy aircraft were shot down on August 18. 

3,291 day patrols were made by aircraft of Fighter 
Command from September 8 to October 5. 
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Intensive attacks were made on the invasion ports, and 
from tills time until October 3, Antwerp, Flushing, 
Ostend, Dunkirk, Calais and le Havre were frequently 
subjected to heavy bombardment. 

Targets attacked in industrial Germany since the fall of 
France included Focke-Wulf works at Bremen, aircraft 
works at Gotha, Kassel, aluminium works at Cologne, 
Rheinfelden, and Ludwigshafen, oil plants at Gelsen¬ 
kirchen, Leuna, Misburg, the Dortmund-Ems Canal, and 
the railway yards at Hamm and Berlin. 

A full squadron of Coastal Command Battles was 
established in Iceland to take part in the Battle of the 
Atlantic. 

For a loss of 25 aircraft to the R.A.F., 185 German 
raiders were destroyed in the course of their attempt to 
destroy London. 

Air Marshal Sir Charles Portal was appointed Chief of 
Air Staff in succession to Marshal of the Royal Air Force 
Sir Cyril Newall. 

Between August 8 and October 31,2,375 German air¬ 
craft were destroyed for certain in daylight engagements. 
The R.A.F. lost 375 pilots. 

Blenheims of Coastal Command, accompanied by 
Beauforts and Swordfish, delivered an attack on the 
enemy submarine base at Lorient. On December 8 fur¬ 
ther attacks by Beauforts carrying heavy bombs were 
made on bases near Bordeaux. 

The first contingent of trainees from the Common¬ 
wealth Joint Air Training Plan reached Britain. 


On December 5 and 8 Diisseldorf, and on December 17 
and 21 Mannheim, were subjected to large-scale attacks 
by Bomber Command, in development of a policy by 
which special areas, where industry or transport was 
concentrated, were singled out. 

Units of the R.A.F. delivered heavy attacks on the 
Italian camps and on Benina airfield in preparation for 
the Army' assault, which in 62 days destroyed the whole 
Italian Army • and led to the British occupation of 
Cyrenaica. 


SEPTEMBER 8 

Anti-invasion 

measures 


SEPTEMBER 14 
Battles in 
Iceland 

SEPTEMBER 15 
Attack on 
London defeated 

OCTOBER 4 
Chief of Air Staff 


OCTOBER 31 
German air 
losses 

NOVEMBER 7 
Attack on sub¬ 
marine bases 


NOVEMBER 24 
Commonwealth 
Joint Air 
Training Plan 

DECEMBER 

Bombing 

offensive 

developed 


The R.A.F. in 
the Western 
Desert 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 

JANUARY 10 
Daylight 
offensive begins 

1941 

The R.A.F. began its daylight offensive against enemy 
installations in France, Blenheim bombers being escorted 
by Hurricane fighters over the Pas de Calais. 

JANUARY 18 
Action over 
Malta 

Of 80 Junkers 87 and Junkers 88 which attacked Malta 

10 were destroyed by fighters and anti-aircraft fire. 

FEBRUARY 1 
A.T.C.formed: 
Eagle Squadron 
in service 

The Air Training Corps was formed ; and the first 
American Eagle Squadron joined Fighter Command for 
active service. 

FEBRUARY 28 
R.A.F. in 
Greece 

28 aircraft of the Western-Desert Force, now trans¬ 
ferred to Greece, shot down 25 Italian aircraft without 
loss to the R.A.F. The Italian forces in the Western 

Desert had by this month been forced back to El Agheila. 

MARCH 28 
Battle of 
Matapan 

Three Italian cruisers and two destroyers were sunk by 
the joint efforts of the Royal Navy, Fleet Air Arm and 
aircraft of the R.A.F. squadrons in Greece. 

APRIL 1 
New heavy 
bombs in use 

New heavy bombs, used for the first time by the 

R.A.F., caused great destruction to the shipyards of 

Emden. 

APRIL 6 
R.A.F. v. 
Luftwaffe in 
Greece 

Germany invaded Greece and Yugoslavia. 12 Hurri¬ 
canes shot down 5 out of 30 Messerschmitts without loss 
to themselves. 

APRIL 20 

After the collapse of the Yugoslavs and the over¬ 
whelming of Greece, 15 Hurricanes met a force of 100 
German dive-bombers and fighters and shot down 19. 

APRIL 25 
Attack on 
industries in 
occupied 
territory 

MAY 2 
Diversion in 
'Iraq 

Aircraft of Bomber Command opened the air war 
against factories working for Germany by an attack on 
the steel works at Ijmuiden, Holland. 

The attack on the R.A.F. camp at Habbaniya 
by 'Iraqi forces supported by 70 aircraft, 4,000-5,000 
troops and 30 field guns, was held off by 35 pilots flying, 
training aircraft with improvised bomb-racks ; mean¬ 
while Wellingtons from Egypt were moved up to attack 
'Iraqi bases and petrol supplies. 
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Night fighters of the R.A.F. shot down 29 enemy 
raiders over England., bringing the total shot down from 
May 4-10 to 124. 

The R.A.F. began operations against the airfields of 
Damascus, Palmyra and Rayak, used by German units 
in support of Vichy French forces in Syria. 

The German airborne invasion of Crete began. Well¬ 
ingtons operating from Africa bombed enemy bases in 
Greece and Beaufighters attacked Junkers 52 on the 
ground, in an effort to delay the enemy assault. ' 

Sighted by a Catalina on May 26, the German battle¬ 
ship Bismarck was shadowed by aircraft of Coastal 
Command and the Fleet Air Arm until it was sunk by 
British naval units. 

A Defence (Women’s Forces) Regulation declared all 
personnel enrolled in the W.A.A.F. members of the 
Armed Forces of the Crown. 

W.A.A.F. officers went to Canada to advise on the 
formation of the R.C.A.F. (Women’s Division). 


Blenheims of Bomber Command carried out a daylight 
unescorted raid on Rotterdam Harbour, at least 19 
vessels being hit. 

Escorted day bombers, including the Boeing Fortress I, 
made heavy attacks on the Scharnhorst , Gneisenau 
and Prinz Eugen at Brest and La Pallice, shooting down 
36 German fighters for a British loss of 16 bombers and 
7 fighters. 

Power stations at Cologne were bombed in daylight 
by six squadrons of Blenheims, accompanied by fighters 
among which were Whirlwinds. 

The Air Ministry took over the Atlantic Ferry 
Organization from the Ministry of Aircraft Production, 
a new Ferry Command being formed. 

A Lockheed Hudson of Coastal Command captured a 
German submarine operating in the Atlantic. 


MAY 10 
Night fighters' 
record bag 

MAY 15 
Operations 
in Syria 

MAY 20 
The Cretan 
campaign 

MAY 27 
End of the 
Bismarck 


JUNE 

W.A.A.F. part of 
Armed Forces 
of Crown 

JULY4 
W.A.A.F. ' 
mission to 
Canada 

JULY 16 
Rotterdam 
harbour raided 

JULY 24 
Attacks on Brest 
and la Pallice 


AUGUST 12 
Attacks on 
Cologne 

AUGUST 15 
Ferry Command 
formed 

AUGUST 27 
Capture of a 
submarine by a 
Hudson 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


SEPTEMBER 1 
R.A.F. in Russia 


OCTOBER 5 
Attacks on 
Axis shipping in 
Mediterranean 

OCTOBER 21 
Raid on Naples 

NOVEMBER 7 
Growing R.A.F. 
offensive 


NOVEMBER 18 
The Libyan 
campaign 


DECEMBER 1 
Trans-Atlantic 
Record 


DECEMBER 7 
Japanese attack 
Pearl Harbour 

DECEMBER 8 
U.S.A. enters the 
War 

DECEMBER 22 
Anglo-American 
conference 


JANUARY 1 
Minelaying by 
Bomber Command 
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An R.A.F. wing equipped with Hurricanes arrived in 
Russia, whom Germany, assisted by Finland and 
Rumania, had attacked on June 22. 

Aircraft of the R.A.F. and Fleet Air Arm maintained 
bomb and torpedo attacks on Axis ships in the Mediter¬ 
ranean, sinking at least 5 and damaging a further 13, 
during an action lasting six days. 

R.A.F. units from the Middle East made a heavy raid 
on Naples. 

Berlin, Cologne and Mannheim were attacked by the 
biggest bomber force ever sent out of Britain on one 
night. Thirty-seven bombers did not return. Next day 
300 fighters carried out a record daylight offensive over 
Northern France. 

Air Forces in the Western Desert moved into action in 
support of the assault by Imperial Armies on Axis forces 
in Cyrenaica. 390 bomber attacks and over 1,000 fighter 
sorties were made in the first week of the campaign. By 
November 23, 118 enemy aircraft had been destroyed. 

A Liberator of Ferry Command made a record west¬ 
bound crossing of the Atlantic in 8 hours 23 minutes. 
Four days later the crossing was achieved in 8 hours 
20 minutes by another Liberator. 

Japanese forces heavily attacked the American naval 
and air base at Pearl Harbour. 


The British Government and U.S. Congress declared 
war on Japan. Three days later Congress declared war 
against Italy and Germany. 

Lord Beaverbrook, Minister of Aircraft Production, 
and Air Chief-Marshal Sir Charles Portal, Chief of Air 
Staff, accompanied Mr. Winston Churchill to Washing¬ 
ton for a conference with President Roosevelt. 


1942 

Bomber Command sowed as many mines between 
January 1 and the end of May as had been laid altogether 
from April 1940 to December 31, 1941. 
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1942 


Heavy raids were made on Emden, Hamburg and 
docks and airfields in Holland at a cost of five aircraft. 
During the next two nights Hamburg, Bremen and 
Emden were attacked, Bremen and Emden again on 
January 21-22. 

The R.A.F. Regiment, a force to protect airfields, was 
created. 


Coastal Command Beaufort aircraft and Swordfish of 
the Fleet Air Arm, and bombers with fighter escort, 
attacked the Scharnhorst , Gneisenau and Prinz Eugen on 
their way out from Brest through the Straits of Dover. 
Twenty bombers and sixteen fighters were lost by the 
R.A.F. 


Land, sea and air forces carried out a night raid on 
Bruneval near Havre, where radiolocation equipment was 
destroyed by paratroops. 


A heavy attack was made by Stirlings and Halifaxes on 
the Renault works near Paris. Five days later Boston 
bombers took part in a daylight attack on the Matford 
works near Poissy: they were bombed again by Whitleys, 
Wellingtons and Stirlings on April 2-3. 

Sir Archibald Sinclair, introducing the Air Estimates, 
stated that during the year 1941 40 per cent, of Bomber 
Command’s aircraft had been employed on objectives 
which the Admiralty had asked them to bomb. During 
offensives from Britain the R.A.F. in the last twelve 
months had destroyed 813 enemy fighters for a loss of 
537 British aircraft. 


Lubeck, a Baltic port where German submarines were 
assembled, was subjected to a heavy attack by aircraf t of 
Bomber Command. Earlier on the same day a combined 
operations raid was made on the dry-dock and harbour 
installations of St. Nazaire. Beaufighters, Blenheims and 
Hudsons of Coastal Command covered the return of 
British forces. 


JANUARY 14 
Raids on German 
naval bases 


JANUARY 23 
R.A.F. Regiment 
created 

FEBRUARY 12 
German war¬ 
ships escape 
from Brest 


FEBRUARY 27 
Combined 
operations 
at Bruneval 

MARCH 3 
Attacks on 
Renault and 
Matford works 


MARCH 4 
Air Estimates 


MARCH 28 
Lubeck and St. 
Nazaire attacked 
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190 


APRIL 5 
R.A.F. in Ceylon 


APRIL 7 
Attack on Malta 
defeated 


APRIL 17 
Raids on 
Augsburg and 
Rostock 


MAY 26 
Fighting in the 
Western Desert 


MAY 30 
1,000-bomber 
raids on Germany 


JUNE 17 
R.A.F. 
organization 
in Libya 


JULY 11 
Long-distance 
raid 

JULY 26 
Bombing 
offensive 
continues 


An attack by Japanese-Navy Zero fighters, 100 strong, 
on Colombo and Ratmalana, Ceylon, was driven off by 
Hurricane squadrons, with a loss to the enemy of 30. An 
attempt against Trincoijialee on April 9 was beaten off by 
Hurricanes and Blenheims with a loss of 37 Japanese 
aircraft. 

More than 300 enemy bomber sorties and over 50 
fighter sorties were made against Malta. In the course of 
the month 138 Axis aircraft were destroyed by Spitfires, 
Hurricanes and anti-aircraft defences, 500 being em¬ 
ployed in the Luftwaffe attacks. 

Lancasters severely damaged the Diesel engine works 
at Augsburg for the loss of 7 R.A.F. aircraft. The 
Heinkel factory and shipyards of Rostock were subjected 
to a concentrated attack four nights running from 
April 23-26. 

R.A.F. fighter pilots flying Kittyhawks, Tomahawks, 
Hurricanes, Beaufighters, and Spitfires held off the 
Luftwaffe, when Rommel pushed back the Imperial 
troops to the El Alamein line. Bostons and Baltimores, 
Wellingtons and Liberators attacked Axis panzer and 
supply columns. 

1,043 aircraft, including Wellingtons, Hampdens, 
Whitleys and Stirlings, delivered a mass attack on 
industrial Cologne. Two nights later a force of similar 
dimensions raided the Ruhr. 

When Allied forces withdrew from Libya they left 
behind only 5 damaged aircraft, in contrast to the 400 
left by the Axis during their November retreat. Allied 
Air Forces continued to pound the enemy, making more 
than 500 sorties each 24 hours. 

The farthest-distance bombing raid of the war was 
made by Lancaster bombers on Flensburg and Danzig. 


Heavy night raids were made on Hamburg on July 26 
and 28. A third raid on Dusseldorf was made on July 31. 
During July, Germany and occupied territories were 
attacked on 20 days and 11 nights. 
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In a Combined-Operations raid on the Dieppe area, 
lasting nine hours, the R.A.F. destroyed 91 enemy aircraft 
for a loss of 98 British. The following day almost 500 
fighters escorted United States bombers in a daylight 
sweep over Amiens. 

A daylight raid by Mosquitoes was made against Oslo. 
During September the R.A.F. operated over Germany 
and occupied territory on 15 nights and 14 days. 

Nearly 500 Allied fighters escorted 100 bombers of the 
U.S.A.A.F. in a daylight attack on the German industrial 
establishments in Lille. 


During heavy Axis raids on Malta 94 enemy aircraft 
were destroyed in the course of five days’ fighting. 


Ninety-four Lancasters of Bomber Command carried 
out a daylight attack on the Schneider works at le 
Creusot for the loss of one aircraft. 


Squadrons of the R.A.F. afforded air support to the 
offensive opened by the Eighth Army in Egypt. Between 
October 22 and 24, Genoa, Savona, Turin, Milan were 
among objectives attacked by Bomber Command in 
North Italy. 

The R.A.F. provided air escort to a convoy of 500 
ships bringing units of the Allied armies, navies and air 
forces to selected landing places on the shores of French 
North Africa. 


8,000-lb. bombs were dropped in the course of a raid 
on Turin. Air support included also the bombing of 
Tunis, Bizerta, Tripoli and the airfield at Comiso, Sicily. 

Phillips radio factory at Eindhoven was subjected to a 
low-level daylight attack. 


At the end of 1942 the W.A.A.F. had expanded to 
78 times its original size ; the original 5 trades increased 
to 65, and branches in which W.A.A.F. officers were 
employed numbered 20 compared with 2 in 1939. 


AUGUST 19 
Operations at 
Dieppe and 
Amiens 


SEPTEMBER 25 
Daylight raid 
on Oslo 

OCTOBER 9 
Daylight escorted 
attack on Lille 

OCTOBER 15 
Malta stands 
firm 

OCTOBER 17 
Schneider Works 
at le Creusot 
bombed 

OCTOBER 23 
Offensive opens 
in Egypt 


NOVEMBER 8 
Landings in 
Africa 


NOVEMBER 28 
Heavy raids on 
Italy 

DECEMBER 6 
Low-level attack 
on Eindhoven 

DECEMBER 
Growth of the 
W.A.A.F : 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF 


JANUARY 9 
Venturas raid 
steel works 

JANUARY 14 
Lorient heavily 
attacked 


JANUARY 16 
Concentrated 
raids on Berlin 


JANUARY 20 
Typhoons 
in action 

JANUARY 23 
Attacks on 
Lorient and 
Brest 


JANUARY 26 
Railways at 
Bruges bombed 

JANUARY 27 
Copenhagen and 
Diisseldorf 
raided 

JANUARY 29 
Attacks on 
enemy-occupied 
territory 

JANUARY 30 
First daylight 
attack on Berlin 


1941 


Venturas of Bomber Command made a daylight raid 
on the steel works at Ijmuiden, Holland. Spitfire IXs 
were in action over France. 

The enemy U-boat base at Lorient was heavily attacked 
on this and the next night. Harbour installations, repair 
shops, foundries and power stations were severely 
damaged. 

Aircraft of Bomber Command made a night attack on 
Berlin. A second heavy and concentrated raid was made 
the following night, when ten enemy aircraft were des¬ 
troyed also in a raid on London. 

Of the 60 enemy fighters which crossed the S.E. coast 
of England, 14 were destroyed, 5 by Typhoons of Fighter 
Command. 

Fortresses with R.A.F., Dominion and Allied Fighter 
escort attacked the submarine bases at Lorient and 
Brest. The fourth night raid of this month made on 
January 26 brought the total of bombs dropped on 
Lorient in four attacks to over 1,000 tons. 

Venturas of Bomber Command with fighter escort 
made a strong daylight attack on railway targets at 
Bruges. 

Mosquitoes of Bomber Command carried out day¬ 
light attacks on submarine Diesel-engine works at 
Copenhagen. By night an extremely concentrated attack 
by Lancasters and Halifaxes was made on Diisseldorf. 

Escorted by Spitfires and Typhoons, Bostons of 
Bomber Command attacked in daylight the railway 
viaduct at Morlaix, Brittany. Venturas with fighter escort 
attacked Ijmuiden. By night Lorient was bombed again. 

On the tenth anniversary of Hitler’s assumption of 
power, Mosquito bombers made the first daylight attack 
on Berlin. It was timed to coincide with Goering’s radio 
address. Berlin was raided again by Mosquitoes during 
the afternoon. 
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Venturas of Bomber Command, escorted by fighters, 
made a daylight attack on railway yards near Bruges and 
at Abbeville. A sweep by aircraft of Fighter Command 
was carried out over the St. Omer area. 


Escorted by Spitfires, including U.S.A.A.F. squadrons, 
Venturas bombed in daylight railway objectives at Abbe¬ 
ville and the enemy airfield at St. Omer. 

Mustangs of Army Co-operation Command carried 
out raids on the enemy transport system in Holland. 

Bomber Command aircraft made heavy night attacks 
on Turin and the submarine base of Lorient. The naval 
base at Spezia was also attacked. 


Two waves of bombers made the heaviest night raid 
so far carried out on the submarine base of Lorient. 


Fighter-Command aircraft, escorting Venturas which 
bombed, in daylight, the marshalling yards at Caen, 
in Northern France, had many engagements with Focke- 
Wulf 190s, but returned without loss. 

During a night attack by aircraft of Bomber Command 
on Wilhelmshaven, hits were scored on the naval arsenal. 
Much damage was caused. 


Mustangs of Army Co-operation Command attacked 
the barracks at Amersfoort, barges on the Zuider Zee 
and railways near Abbeville. 


Stirlings, Halifaxes and Lancasters dropped over 1,000 
tons of bombs in a night attack on Lorient. 

Bostons and Venturas made daylight attacks on docks 
and shipping at St. Malo and on steel works at Ijmuiden. 

Night intruders of Fighter Command attacked railway 
targets in enemy-occupied countries. 

Aircraft of Bomber Command made a heavy night 
attack on Milan. Stirlings, Halifaxes and Wellingtons 
raided Cologne. 


FEBRUARY 2 
Daylight escorted 
attacks 


FEBRUARY 3 
Raids on railways 
and airfields 

FEBRUARY4 
Army Co-opera¬ 
tion Mustangs 
attack transport 
system 

FEBRUARY 7 
Lorient again 
attacked 

FEBRUARY 10 
Daylight raid 
on Caen 


FEBRUARY 11 
Wilhelmshaven 
naval arsenal hit 

FEBRUARY 12 
Mustang raids 
on occupied 
countries 

FEBRUARY 13 
Widespread 
day and night 
attacks 


FEBRUARY 14 
Milan and 
Cologne attacked 
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FEBRUARY 16 
Night-intruder 
operations 


FEBRUARY 19 
Naval aircraft 
attack shipping 

FEBRUARY 22 
Heavy raid on 
Bremen 

FEBRUARY 24 
Wilhelmshaven 
and Nuremberg 
heavily raided 


FEBRUARY 26 
Cologne 
hammered again 


FEBRUARY 28 
Attack on 
St. Nazaire 

MARCH 1 
Berlin's heaviest 
raid 


In one of the most widespread night offensives yet 
carried out, intruder aircraft of Fighter Command visited 
Germany, Holland, Belgium, Northern France and 
Brittany. 

Naval aircraft, operating under Fighter Command, 
made night attacks on enemy shipping off the French 
coast. 

Stirlings, Halifaxes, and Lancasters dropped over one 
hundred 4,000 lb. bombs on Bremen. 


A concentrated night attack was made on the naval 
base and submarine yards at Wilhelmshaven by squad¬ 
rons mainly from the Canadian bomber group, formed in 
January, 1943. The following night Nuremberg was 
heavily bombed. 

A night raid was made on Cologne; it was the heaviest 
attack since the 1,000 bomber raid of May, 1942. Many 
4,000 lb. and some 8,000 lb. bombs were dropped. It 
formed part of a ‘ round-the-clock ’ bombing offensive 
against targets in Germany and occupied territory. 

More than 1,000 tons of bombs were dropped on 
St. Nazaire, one of Germany’s chief U-boat bases. 


Lancasters, Halifaxes and Stirlings of Bomber Com¬ 
mand carried out the heaviest attack yet made on Berlin. 
4,000 lb. and 8,000 lb. bombs were dropped in the course 
of the 30 minutes of concentrated assault. 
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